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P espite their devilishly good locks. _ of ways to modify your car, some good others quite frankdy terrible.

PR Loy and recewing much eritical - Whale it's perfectly acceptable for folk to get their kicks watching the big match - effectvely
ot B3 - acclaim-theoughout the 2008 a graup of overpasd ponces kicking a leather ball around —every Saturday down their lacal
- season, who'd have thought bothr boozer, and no one blinkers an eye lid when others waste an entire weekend sat on a river

P these Mkds were built with ‘bank {usually in the rain) in the hope they might pust catch a fish (only to throw it back again),

- practicality in mind? = you mention car modifying and sooner than you can say neon lights (or tumbling dece), you're

Some people simply can't stop modidying.  tarmished with that same, multi-coloured, Fast and the Funious brush that automatically
Factl However, everyone that chooses to assumes. you-own a Hatfords koyalty card and have a subscripton to Max Power,
.~ customise, personalise, whatever you want | guess in the same way not every football fan is a hooligan, just because you like to set -
to call it, isn't the same. There are a number  your car apart from the rest it doesn't make you a boy racer. And if ever there were a shining.
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examgle of whﬁnasteﬁiy madified cars
were all about, then thes would be it. But then

_the chaps behind these two cars should

know a thing or two about modding, they've
been daing it long encugh after all,

Mow, they may be very easy on the eye
and between them have picked up more than
their fair share of recogmbion at this year's
shows (along with a number of trophes to

boot), but beleve it or not, there have been
a few compromises made along the way. In
fact, practcality was the order of the day
when both of these Mkds were being built.
Well, at least that's the ine we're being S04
by thesr owners,

Modifving cars is one thing, keeping them
practical at the same time but still making an
impact, is entrely different. To master it 15
nothing short of an art torm, and two peaple
that have had over 30 years expenence
between them are Richard Baron (of Yenom
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‘Motorsport) and Tim Saunders rim'ﬁ-m~ _
both familiar faces in these hallowed pages.

One quick glance at Richard's silver R32

and you'd be forgiven for thinking Stuttgart

had tried its hand at the hatchback market.
In the same way, if Crocket and Tubbs ever
drove a Veedub, then to earn any sort of
respect on the streets of Miami it would no
doubt bear maore than a striking
resemblance to Tem's white TDI {yes, s a
diesel). Come on, admet it, "Miami style’
wasn't the first thing that sprung to mind
when you saw it?

if you haven't heard the names before then,
well, welcome to the workd of modifhied Dubs.
Kichard and Tim have been running their own
successful VAG-related companees, for longer
than some readers have been alve, yet onty
really became inends guite recently.

AS you can probably guess, they've both
produced a number of high-profile cars over
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the years, not just through their customers, -
but a5 a result of their obsession with ai-
things Veedub. o

With Richard's mad order parts company
and recently opened shop beng located in
Lancashire, and Tim's workshop situated just
south of Guldford m Surrey, the pair's paths
had never really crossed untd a couple of
years back. It was only after Rich, hawving
had a string of disappointments from local
VW “specialist’ firms, read about Tim's work
in the magazine that he made contact,
entrusting Tim with his Polo S3 project (FVW
05,/07) and the rest, as they say, is history.
Well, almost

Despite being 2 match made in heaven on
paper; Rich supphang the parts and Tim
daoing the spannermg, the pair's friendshap
has only made ther adduchons to modded
Dubs worse. And hawving both recently
started their own famibes doesnt seem to
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~ have made much difference, although they
tried to make us belive otherwise on
NUMerous occasions. sensible!’ We're just
not falling for it boys.

Seriously, I'd like a fiver for every time the
word ‘practical’ came up in conversation
during our photoshoot. | guess there's only
oneé sure way to find out if there's any real
truth in it and that's with a damn good

griling. Right, who's going first?

We'll start wath Rich, who initially appears to
have been affected worse by this rare form
of densal, or OCD (Ubsesswe Compulsve
Duborder). For starters, we've actually lost
count of how many of s cars have been
featured n PYW before (most of which have
graced the cover in some shape or form).
From his legendary Corrado GBO (PUAY
11/97 & 11/98), through to one of the
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country’s first Mkd Polo VRGS (PVW 10/99);
- @ Lupo 1.BT (PYW 06,04k Polo 18T (PYW

05/0/) and more recently his Mk3 Golf VRGT

[PYW 11/07), there aren't many Dubs Rich

hasn't ‘dabbled” with at sorme point or another.

| think it's safe to say that if you havent
shaken the modified car habit by the ime
wou het 30, then there's no hope for you,
Rich has tried, mind: “You just can't help
yourself though, can you?™ he sad, *I've had
S0 many poncy cars ower the years, you just
end up going too far and 1° " king them wp’
he sad with a massive smile.

It seems around 15 years of Dubbing and
running his own Veedub specialist fem has af
least taught im something, "My last Mk3
was great but just too low and impractical.
That was built for Venom really, but the Mkd
was always intended for me,” he said. In the
past Rich has, understandably, felt the need
o fit a string of the products available

e

e R T T S oy sl Sl e

MWtﬂhebmmrﬁs :

business. It's good marketing, but obviously
doesn't allow hem-to always end up with a
car he'd personally build for himself. That,
however, was his plan with the R32, *I'd seen
Darren Bennatt's car (from G Werks) and
really hkked the fact he'd achieved 50 much
by effectively doing so little,” said Rich.

He actually tried telling s long-suffering
wife, Ann, that it wouldn't be modified at all,
but she’s know him long enough to see nght
through that, "You start thinking, "Oh, ¥ just
do wheels and suspension’ but before you
know it, one mod leads to another, and all of
a sudden a supercharger's been added to
the list,” he said, still smiling. | knew |
wanted something practical and, having sold
all my other cars, was just fed up drving
around m Anna's MFY.

It's probably ondy fair to mention at thes
stage though that, pnor o buying the Mk4,
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Rich couldnt help imselt, snapping up a
complete K32 enging that came up cheap,
with the wew of fitting it into something
unusual, ke a Fox (we kid you not). This idea
was put on hold though while the Mkd was
beng built, but the engmne s still sitting m
Tim's workshop waiting to be fitted, no
doubt nto something weird and wonderful.
So to the Mkd, which he actually saw
adwertised locally, “I'm a bit of a silver freak
and s0 couldn't resist a lpok. The pnce was
rght and the mileage was pretty low, it
wasn't perfect but then they never are,” he
admitted. Now, once Rich has made his
mind up and found a car he wants, he's also
quite adamant about taking delrsery on the
same day, 1 told the guy I'd have the car,

but | wanted it sat on my driveway that
afterngon,” he said. "'ve got this issue that
once people know a car is sold, they'll rag
the g tits off of it untd delvery,” he said.
Understandably, because Rich was paying by
cheque, the dealer wasnt tod sold on the
idea to start with, but eventually he did agree
to leave the car at Rich's, but keep the keys
until the funds had cleared. Job done!
Luckiy, Tim knows Rich only too well, |
knew he'd bought the R32 lump and got an

UK, but the rest of the comprehensive kit

image texted over three weeks before Inters
of the R3Z logo embossed into a leather seat
and thought, oh, he’s bought a tnm, too,™ he
sand, Obwiously, as it turns out, Rich had
bought the whole car. Intially Kich decided a
set of KW's finest Vanant 3s, combined with
a set of staggered Porsche 997 rollers and a
full Milltek system, would keep his addiction

at bay. Yep, he was wrong.

There were a couple of small spots of pant
that needed touching up, so Rich decided to
meet Tim at the Stonor Park event, where

he'd leave the car so Tim could delver it to
his trusty pamter, Chris at Phirm FX, to do the
honowrs. Tim picks up the story, " think he
orgnally asked me 1o just take a look at a
seathell clip or something... then | got the
call,” he said. it was Hich, "Tve st bought a
full set of Porsche brakes, can you fit them
before Inters?™ was the first line, followed by,
“What do you think about supercharging it?
I've bought a kit from the States.”
According to Tim it just escalated from
there, but having buit Rich's Mk3 VEBT in
the lead up to Edition 38 last year, Tem
wasn't too surprised. As it happens, Rich
sourced the 'charger from Nik Saran m the

Dub Details

came from VF Engmeering in the US: "While |
was bofting it all on we sent the ECU off to
Regal (the LUK agent) to be chipped and they
got it back to me in ng time,” Tim saad.

I'hen the faxes began, “I'd get these laxes
daity with vanous instructions on,” said Tim
Obwviously Rich's creative side was working
overtime now. Chris had already smoothed
the bumpers and modified the rear exhaust
cut-outs to accept the larger Milltek pipes,
and Tim decided the roof would look good
black, but after mitially doing it matt they
settled on gloss, which stood out much more,

Mext on the hst of ‘daily mods was the
smoked Xenon headlights, “They must have
taken me two days to do from start to finish;
removing the bumper, sphtting them,
removing all the siscon and then painting.”
While the bumper was off it was decided in
order to make them flow, that the grille
should be painted black and badge sibver. ..
“The list just grew,” said Tim.

it pust shows how subtle the mods are
though, as they don't jump out straight away;
you kind of spot themn as you walk around
the car. The single wiper is another mod you
won't see on many Mkds, but one that works
really - 5. Both Tem and
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Rich hitted new mirrors from SWia, whach
hawe been designed and produced
completely in-house by SWG director, Steve
Cruz. According to Tim they're without doubt

the best aftermarket mirrors ha's installed,
“I've fitted some crap n the past but these i
s0 well, there are no air gaps or wind noise
and they're fully functional, too,” he sad. The
best bit is, the majority of people mistake
them for the legendary Projektzwo items,
which are rare as hens’ teeth and were never
available for the Mkd edther.

it was prefty much non-stop at one stage
but | really enjoy dong it,” saad Tm. And
joking asade, Rich is usually quite reserved
but you can tell he's genuinely chuffed to bits
with this one, the constant grin durng our
shoot kand of gnving the game away.

“| have grown up, | did get to the stage
where | thought T'm too old for this shit’ but
the Mk4 has shown you really can have the
best of both worlds. For example | took Ann
and Maolly down to E38 with all the luggage.,
pram and a trolley jack in the boot and it
didn’t even rub then.” Ever since his Corrado
days, Rich has abways had a major thing for
o ite ‘only 8s' his
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road, especially when you're followng i,
Using "all’ of the aftermarket chassis gizmos
meant Rich could dial in plenty of camber to
get it squathng st the way he hkes,

i really has been brilsant, | think it's my
tavourtte car I've owned. I've never been 3
big one for show 'n’ shine, but entered it at
GTI International thes year pust so | dedn't have
10 park in the regular car park.” You can
appreciate his surpnse when he scooped
Best Mk4, especially after all the effort Tem
had gone to turn it round in just three weeks.

It might have taken ham over a decade 1o
build a car totally and utterly for imse#t, but
at least he got there in the end. He's not even
brought up selling it yet, which is a first,
although we shouldn even mention that in
|est — not with his track record. At least he
does usually sell them before starting the
next one, unhke certain other indviduals. ..

Whach brings us quite nicely on to the
subject of a certain Tim Saunders. Where do
we start? Well, if you thought Richard had a
few msues, then you am't seen nothing yet.
Tim's not only addicted to modding, he's of a
slightly different disorder, being something
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of a hoarder, too, Tve always said I'd ke o
have every generation of Golf in my
collection.” The thang is, Tim's hoard of Dubs
has never quite grown quick endugh 1o keep
up with the latest platiorm bemng launched,
Already m his collection 15 hes ongmnal NOS
Mkl progect, a Mkl Caddy running air
suspension, his mfamous 300bhp turbo'd
Rallye GO (PYW 03,/07) and his wife Sam'’s
Hot Rodinspired M3 VRGT (FYW 05906,

The Mkd was obwously the natural
progression; we'll grse lim that. Especially
with the birth of baby Ellis last Summer. But
how does he explain the full repaint, ar-nde,
wheels, tnm and engme mods! “T'd been
hankering after a Mk4 for a while, but the
trip out to the States for H20 last year kind
of sealed the deal,” he said. It also answered
the question of what colour to opt for, “It just
had to be white and a TDI as | haven't got
one of those in the fleet, oh and it had to be
a threa-door, too,” he sasd. Not fussy then?
You don't know the half of it.

If you haven't already spotted the plate,
then its fair to say Tim's OCD condition,
which has been festering for a few years,
certanly came to a head when building the
M4, Where do we start?
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1 always knew I'd own a Mk4, in fact | sold
my old daily Fire and lce MkZ2 - officially the
most uneconarmical car in the world - to
fund it,” Tim tells us with a smirk. Even
though it was intended to be Sam's new daily
[as Tim recently bought the Caddy for
himself], the Mkd was abways going to get a
few small, shall we s5ay, alterations? “Every
car | own 15 modified, | don't really have a
normal car,” Tim confessed.

With the arrival of Ellis though, the pas
really needed a sensable car between them,
“Sam was still using her Mk3 VRT daily and |
had the Rallye,” clamed Tim. S0 soon after
he arrnved home from the States he bagan
looking for white Mk3 TDis - in three-door
form, of course, *| 500n reaksed just how
rare they were and what a mission this was
gaoing to be,” he continued, “at one stage |
got 5o desperate | was considering one for
sale in the south of France,” he said.

Then he received an emad from Auto
Trader (you can register and it lets you know
if a car meeting your criteria comes up) with
details of what sounded like the perfect
car... in Newcastle! To cut a very long story
short, after drilling the dealer {who claimed it
was the only one of ts kind in the UK) over
the phone to make sure it was okay, Tim
headed north to check it out, "He said it was
perfect. it wasn't. He said it hadn't been
smoked in but there was a fag bum in the
driver’s seat. A prewous owner had also
owned a dog, as the rear window element
was all scratched. He said it hadn't had any
paint. It had, the rear quarter had been
painted,” said Tim. Fun and games, ndeed.
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and changing the colour, but this seemed like
the best route.” Once home, Tim's QOCD
Kcked m, "1 wasnt happy wath the rear quarter
as the pamt didn't quite match,” he sad, Can
you see where this is leadng at all!

Firstly though, before that was rectified he
fitted the Raywern air-nde kit which was
already in his possession (after dong a VR
swap in Kay's Vento for ham). "t took me and
Jelly three days to do the custom install but it
was worth it, I've not seen another like it,” he
sandl, The tank and vahes are mounted upside
down on the false boot floor, while the
compressor is housed in the sade pannel
where the first ad kit would normally lve.

Before the car went off for paint, Tim
needed to work out whach rollers to fit, in
case the arches needed any work. Better to
be safe than sorry. This proved to be one of
the biggest headaches of the prosect (yes, it
was a fulkblown project at this stage),

suspension,” he said beamang from ear to
ear. it wasnt fimshed quite yet though.

By the time he'd added erased side
repeaters and a Mk5 rear boot release (one
of Tim's trademark mods) to the list of body
mads, you might as well call it a full respray -
which is exactly what Chris did. “As per usual,
Chris pulled out all the stops for me,
especially dong the wheels at the last
mnute,” he said.

Maturally, Tm added a few other ‘bits and
babs' to the kst, mcluding a smoothed front
bumper, 4Motion chin spoiler, R Line rear
bumper and the aforementioned SWG marrors.
“1 had to fit a new scuttle panel, too, as the
old one was slightly faded,” said Tim. Which
again brings us arownd to the plate, which we
pressunsed him into buying. it just seemed s0
fitting, given Tim's condrbon and all.

Final addibons included Anniversary lights,
Hella rear clusters, tinted windows and all new

If you haven't shaken the modified car habit by
the time you hit 30, then there’s no hope for you

although wheels are now probably Tem's main
vice since finishing the car, " wanted
something with staggered fitment and that
would fill the arches,” he said. 187 rims werne
ruled out pretty early on, but there weren't
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glass to keep his OCD n check. Oh, and the
huhdhﬂmﬂumhmmmm
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